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ABSTRACT

The most sacred, meaningful and living philosophy of education is the philosophy of life. Educational
philosophy in the real sense is the implementation of the noble and best in life. The expression of the beauty
of the mystery of life, nature and truth has been the eternal theme of education. In the other words, the roots
of all philosophical and educational wisdom are deeply inherited in the sublime works of ancient spiritual
thinkers. The noble sayings of saints like Guru Teg Bahadur are the valuable treasures of knowledge truly
meant for transmission to the successive generations. Thus, the present paper focuses on the educational

philosophy of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji.
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Introduction

Ever since the dawn of civilization,the
seeds of true education have been planted in the
fertilel and of the human mind by the great saints,
philosophers and spiritual mystics like Guru Teg
Bahadur. The educational concept of the works
of Guru Teg Bahadur is concentrated around the
self- improvement programme of the individual
and society. Being a great saint and soldier of his
time, he had a unique concept of education. He has
expressed his noble views about the philosophy of
life in His Shabadas and Slokas. Guru Teg Bahadur
has written 59 shabadas in Rag Gauri, Rag Asa,
Rag Dev Gandhari, Rag Bihagara, Rag Sorath, Rag
Dhanasri, Rag Jaitsari, Rag Todi, Rag Tilang, Rag
Bilawal, Rag Ram Kali, Rag Maru, Rag Basant
Hindol, Rag Basant, Rag Sarang, and Rag Jaijavanti.
Alongwith 59 Shabadas mentioned above, Guru
Sahib has written 57 Slokas incorporated in Guru
Granth Sahib. His main emphasis is upon the
upliftment of the individual through moral and
spiritual education. He advocated idealism that is
very close to the man of the earth. The main aim of
the philosophy of His education is the purification of
human life through the transformation and elevation
of the individual self. He has further laid down as

to how the belief in God educates the spirit which
leads to the education of the heart and ultimately the
education of the intellect.

The essence of morality and ethics in the
Slokas of Guru Teg Bahadur nourishes the plant
of education. He proceeds with the living faith that
the real education of life lies in the self-discipline
which is the modified behavior and conduct of man.
It supports and sustains the totality of life. All His
views in the form of Shabadas and Slokas highlight
the spirit of sublimity and nobility of human
character. His views are more practical, concrete
and human than theoretical and conceptual.

Ethics in the works of Guru Sahib has great
importance. He has laid stress on the purity of life
as the highest object of human endeavor. Loyalty,
chastity, honesty, justice, mercy and tolerance are
among the other virtues on which vital stress is laid.

Morality is accepted as the basis of spiritual
advancement and devotee rises from the moral
plane to the spiritual plane. He has proved by His
own example of life sacrifice for the noble cause of
truth and justice. He has clarified the real path of
education i.e. selfless dedication for the elevation
of the weak and downtrodden people on earth. He
always practiced what he preached. Every word
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uttered by our sacred teacher of mankind proved
to be a real message of education. His contribution
to philosophy of education is unique and sublime.
The philosophy of Guru Sahib may be termed
as idealistic philosophy. But the idealism of His
philosophy is not the idealism of individualistic
type. He is more social, cultural and practical to the
psychology of ages. A meaningful understanding
of the Bani of Guru Sahib will remain incomplete
unless we are able to understand the idealistic nature
of His Metaphysics, Epistemology and Axiology. A
reading of His Hymns in the form of Shabadas and
Shlokas are incorporated in the Guru Granth Sahib,
the Holy book of the Sikhs.

METAPHYSICS

Metaphysical problems are those problems
which are beyond the physical phenomenon and
are related with the supernatural. These problems of
metaphysics are the problems of education dealing
with the mystery of life, death, nature, God and
Universe. This branch of philosophical thinking
deals with questions that are closely related with the
nature of being and nature of ultimate reality. The
solution of every problem is only possible through
meditation, contemplation and intuition. The first
reference of the metaphysics of the teachings of
Guru Sahib is the awareness of the existence of
human life. The reference may be found in the
writings of Guru Teg Bahadur as under:

I8 How™ < | AT I9&T IH Foret || fefa fas
7 fex niAfag v niggg suE & At 3o
aH qU HT g Y&t afs yafs faraet so7 3%
AT Jfg Hfs8 A8 AuaT S&ret i & €17 A Ad®
e fa€ geg ot 2T Il 76 o Adl AeS fHfemT
Ifa& I ATETET 12021

The physical existence of this world is just
like a dream. Human life on earth is short lived.
Materialistic pleasures are illusions. Man should
understand the mystery of life.

What the Guru Ji impresses upon us is that the
world is not permanent in the sense that it is a world
of time and change where birth, evolution, decay
and death are essential. According to the Guruji,
“Only devotion to God is permanent”. Hence the
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Guruji’s exhortation that instead of submitting to the
temptations and distractions of the world man should
avail of life’s opportunities for self-advancement,
for evolving spirituality towards God, the ultimate
divine permanent reality.

FAafs Ho® € 19 &9 feg A<t #nf ofa | Fas

Ad3 J HH AU fIaHS &a8 5 91191 IT8 I gy

33 garet Ifg ufe 993 adt fes o 3R It feo
A Hfent 4 §9f5€ Ja arerg 1l g AHTS I8
faarfa€ arfafesty o HIfa Il ag aad fod H3
AUs 98 IfuE 3fg yarfa 2l

In the above mentioned Shabad, Guru Sahib
desires to lay strong special emphasis in spiritual
education which ultimately leads towards the divine
path of ultimate truth.The true aim of education
lies in attaining holy union with Almighty who is
the creator of this universe. To fulfill this dream
of attaining God has been the central subject of
spiritual and moral education. Guru Teg Bahadur
has suggested a rational and practical process to
attain God.

EPISTEMOLOGY

The term ‘epistemology’ comes from the Greek
word ‘Episteme’ which means knowledge. Guru
Teg Bahadur believes in transcendental theory of
knowledge. God is the source of all knowledge.
The glimpses of knowledge may be visualized in
His Saloks as under:

faaft 3fe€ 7S ot I% Ugfok »ifs 13T sax
39 g9 fa€ & 37 A= Il 8l us T AUf3 A®
fafe »ust afg Hfs i fes ¥ g At adr a6x
AT 7 1yl

Guru Sahib Says O afflicted man! Why don’t
you chant God’s hymns? See, you are now old, but
you still do not understand that death has come
on the head.Wealth, wife, all property, do not own
it. Understand the truth that none of these can be
your partner.Life is short lived.Knowledge is the
search for mystery of life. Guru Sahib defines the
nature of human life in these words:

Ug 33 o 35 I8 A% 939 A I AT
3QUfAE s s 3fa B Hgaql
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Guru Sahib Says O clever man! O wise
man! You know that (this) body of yours (God) is
made of five elements. (Also) be sure that (again)
the elements from which (this body) is made will be
absorbed in them (then why are you forgetting the
Simran of God by falling into the false attachment
of this body?

The true aim of knowledge is to taste the fruits
of truth. Truth is knowledge and knowledge is truth.
Physical temptations are great hindrances in the way
of attaining true knowledge. To get rid of all these
unhealthy possessions is the path of knowledge.
Guru sahib expresses His concern in the following
Shlokas:

8r3f3 f&fonr wfo fafa s &g AufsI ST
a6d Afe I HaT HAf3 3fg 3 Afs 1%l

He further educates us about the path of truth
in the following Sloka:

IIY Ag 7 & &I I WIS AHfe 9T e
Afs I He™ Haf3 3fa 3 Afsiau

To know, analyze, investigate and realize
about the meaning and purpose of human life is the
epistemological aspect of Guru sahib’s Shabadas
and Slokas.

AXIOLOGY

The term ‘axiology ‘is derived from the Greek
word ‘axios’, which means value or worth. Guru
Teg Bahadur was practical idealist of His times.
He has constituted an ethical code which insists on
modesty, forbearance, tolerance and sacrifice of life.
His views are primarily based on the philosophy
of universal humanitarianism. He has assigned
meaning to the concept of ‘Karma’ and ‘Dharma’
of the Indian philosophical tradition. The man of
good moral character remains non-attacked and
non-offended in the terrible situations of life. It is
futile and vain to seek riches, accumulate goods of
luxury, aspire after earthly honours and devote all
our energy to narrow selfish ends. Man wastes his
life indulging in adultery and sinful deeds, but he
never thinks of the path of liberation. Right conduct
and right thinking is only possible if we detach
ourselves from the lower type of belongings. Guru
Sahib educates us in the following Salok:
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He Hifenr B eft Ifo6 farfa€ aifse sy =g
aoa g If9 37 Hies aBa aH 1301 Y&F IH &
I3 Hfe Hfenr I niT Il T 576 Ifg 376 fas uds
g A ST I3A1

The joys and sorrows of life are the ups and
downs of life. Man remains stable, balanced and
calm in the storms of difficulties. This is the true

knowledge of life. He explains His views in these
words;

FIf6 HO® € 1l A 39 € N 24 &J1 & 1| 7Y
F&Y »J 3 &dt 7T & 596 HET Ha 1l IT8 ||
a9 f&fenr 5g 8r3f3 A7 & &3 Hg wifgHT Il
IIY AT 3 I Tantg Barfa HTs niuHTsT Il Qll miTAT
H&AT A% f3nimat 7913 99 foamr 1| a0 U frg
Ugn a9 fafzg wfe gon feemm 21 39 fagur
frg &9 a8t dif3v feg garfs ugst a6 Hs
3feG Jifse B At ush Afar st 3maai

The philosophy of Guru Teg Bahadur may
be called as idealistic philosophy. It is very much
natural to talk about values like truth, forbearance,
tolerance, sacrifice and self-less devotion towards
mankind on the part of Guru Sahib. The nature of
the educational aims oriented by Guru Teg Bahadur
is the personification of nobility of spiritual type.
He wants to cultivate a man who is noble, true,
selfless and a saintly character.Thus like a true
Indian philosopher, Guru Teg Bahadur thinks of
education as liberation from bondage of ignorance.
According to Him, the true aim of education lies in
the inculcation of the concept of God in the form of
noble deeds. According to Guruji:

TCSt How €I AU IH Adfe faRIHTIge
yIs U3 & &g aw fans afg & aHr i ugarg |
¥F HJ Hfen™ HH3T 2fe i faftmis s A=l
I AT UIH fig 37afs A HIf3 T T<Tiau A
a9 w3 fay & 7s 38 aas nig uAm I 8Rs3f3
f&eT & AH 7 I &3 HY Ef6 SATI2A T AY &
U A9 37afs 39 3H A6 fammat Il aax Haf3
3fg 30 W8 feg faft & & yat 13101

Guru Sahib Says O Saints! rest and peace are

in the sanctuary of the Lord. This is the blessing of
studying the Vedas and the Puraanas that you may
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meditate on the name of the Lord. Greed, emotional
attachment to Maya, possessiveness, the service of
evil, pleasure and pain - Those who are not touched
by these, are the very embodiment of the Divine
Lord.

That person is the form of God to whom heaven
and hell, Amrit and poison seem to be the same,
to whom gold and copper seem to be the same, in
whose Hirda praise and condemnation are also the
same some of them Praise be to Him, let someone
condemn Him . He is the same, in whose Hirda
even greed cannot have an effect, even Moh cannot
have an effect. Think of the human being as having
a deep communion with God, whom no sorrow and
no pleasure can bind under his influence and helps
to get rid of greed, attachments, sorrows, pleasures,
etc.

As per the philosophy of Guru Teg Bahadur
the aims of education is not the collection of
bookish knowledge. It should be rather to uplift the
earthly man philosophically, mentally, morally and
spiritually. Mostly, Guru Sahib is more concerned
with the moral and spiritual development of man
as regards the aims of education. He always talked
of what is practical, human and educative to the
condition of His times. His approach is very much
rational and critical towards metaphysical, ethical
and social problems of a man on earth. For the
purification of heart, education of the mind and the
elevation of spirit, remembrance of the Name is the
only remedy. That is why, self-realization and God
realization should be the central aims of education.
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CONCLUSION

Thus, Guru Sahib’s creative vision is not mere
a concept. As a man of finely awakened moral
sensibility, He had a wider understanding and
tolerance which is rare among religious leaders.
The nobility of His moral outlook and the serenity
of His soul reflected in His different Shabads and
Saloks have a meaningful example to our present age
which is marked by doubt, ignorance violence and
non-cooperation. An attempt to separate values from
facts has never been the theme of His philosophy.
The philosophy of Guru Sahib is in fact a philosophy
of action, of resistance to evil for the protection of
suffering humanity. There is a long process of inner
discipline, a career of humanistic and spiritual urges
to guide people of every age along the path of virtue,
moral purity and spiritual fearlessness. Viewed in
its totality, the philosophy of Guru Sahib, presents
both the problems and their solutions to the people
of every age.
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